Travellers in India

of the district, it was devoid of a saddle, and the
Portuguese leader, with that haughtiness which
afterwards characterised the dealings of the
Portuguese with the natives, suspected a de-
liberate slight, and refused to mount it.*

Finally, after a short stay, bickerings and
quarrels ensued, due principally to the hostile
machinations of the Moorish traders at Calicut,
and eventually Gama left for Portugal, carrying
with him six native gentlemen as trophies, and,
in spite of the double dealing which had taken
place on both sides, a friendly letter to the
King of Portugal, the tenor of which was as
follows: " Vasco da Gama? a gentleman of your
household, came to my country, whereat I was
pleased. My country is rich in cinnamon, cloves,
ginger, pepper and precious stones. That which
I ask of you in exchange is gold, silver, corals,
and scarlet cloth." In September, 1499, amid a
paean of congratulations from his royal master
and the populace alike, Vasco da Gama cast
anchor in the Tagus, two years after his depar-
ture upon his epoch-making voyage; and the
curtain fell upon the first act of the tragedy of
the Portuguese Empire in Asia*

The following half-century saw the rise of
the Portuguese power. All whom the little king-
dom could spare, both soldiers and traders, were
dispatched to consolidate its hold upon its
Eastern Empire, which, as far as theory went,

* Roteir&j p. 60.
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